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SUBJECT: CHARGE CONVOKED BY PRESIDENT'S CHIEF OF CABINET 

REE: TANANARIVE 1225 

SUMMARY: PRESIDENT RATSIRAKA'S CHIEE OF CABINET CALLED CHARGE 
AT 5:00 P.M. AND REQUESTED THAT CHARGE SEE HIM. CHIEE OE 
CABINET SHOWED NO INTEREST IN DISCUSSING FURTHER NEGOTIATIONS 
TO KEEP STATION OPEN. GOMR AGREED TO COOPERATIVE IN CLOSING 
OF STATION. US NASA PERSONNEL BE PERMITTED TO ENTER 
STATION TOMORROW MORNING. END SUMMARY. 

1 . CHEF DE CABINET TO PRESIDENT RATSIRAKA, GEORGES SOLOFSON, 
INDICATED UPON ARRIVAL OF CHARGE AT 5: 15 JULY 17 THAT PURPOSE 
OF MEETING WAS TO REVIEW AIDE MEMOIRE LEFT WITH FOREIGN 
MINISTER JULY 14. HE BEGAN BY SAYING THAT GOMR APPRECIATED 
POINTS MADE IN AIDE MEMOIRE CONCERNING US-MALAGASY RELATIONS 
AND WANTED TO CONTINUE TO DEMONSTRATE MALAGASY READY TO BE 
COOPERATIVE. CHARGE NOTED AT THIS POINT THAT HE HAD STILL NOT 
RECEIVED INSTRUCTIONS FOR RESPONSE TO GOMR NOTE OF JULY 16 
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BUT ASKED IE THERE WAS ANYTHING NEW ON GOMR SIDE IN TERMS OF 
OVERALL SITUATION. CHARGE SAID THAT FROM U.S. POINT OF VIEW 
IT WAS MALAGASY SIDE THAT HAD CLOSED STATION. SOLOFSON 
RESPONDED THAT HE UNDERSTOOD THAT AND SUPREME REVOLUTIONARY 
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COUNCIL HAD MADE ITS DECISION. HE SAID PURPOSE OE MEETING 
WAS TO ARRANGE FOR PAYMENT OF EMPLOYEES AND TO PERMIT THEM 
TO REMOVE THEIR PERSONAL EFFECTS. CHARGE ASKED IF THIS MEANT 
BOTH U.S. AND MALAGASY EMPLOYEES AND HE RESPONDED AFFIRMA- 
TIVELY. SOLOFSON THEN HANDED CHARGE EXTRA COPY OF TRANSLATION 
OF CHARGE'S AIDE MEMOIRE OF lULY 14 (REFTEL) WHICH HE SAID 
HE WANTED TO REVIEW POINT BY POINT. 

2. IN POINTS I AND 2 (REFTEL) ON DEPARTURE OF EMPLOYEES, 

SOLOFSON ASKED IF THERE WERE ANY DIFFICULTIES WITH DEPARTURE 
ARRANGEMENTS. CHARGE RESPONDED NOT TO HIS KNOWLEDGE. SOLOFSON 
SAID TO LET HIM KNOW IF THERE WAS ANY DIFFICULTY. 

3. SOLOFSON EXPRESSED APPRECIATION FOR PLAN TO KEEP AS MANY 
MALAGASY EMPLOYED AS LONG AS POSSILBLE. HE THEN ASKED IF 
NASA COULD BEGIN PAYING EMPLOYEES TOMORROW. CHARGE SAID THAT 
THIS WOULD REQUIRE SEVERAL DAYS OF PREPARATION SINCE PAYROLL 

IS PREPARED BY IBM OFFICE IN TOWN AND RECORDS WOULD HAVE TO 
BE FORWARDED TO THEM. SOLOFSON INDICATED HE UNDERSTOOD THIS 
BUT HOPED THAT WE COULD BEGIN PROCESSING JULY 18. 

4. SOLOFSON SAID US GOVERNMENT WAS OF COURSE FREE TO TAKE 
WHATEVER EQUIPMENT IT NEEDED BUT GOMR WAS INTERESTED IN WHAT 
TYPE OF EQUIPMENT WOULD BE LEFT. CHARGE SAID HE HAD STILL 

NOT RELIEVED INSTRUCTIONS. 

5. SOLOFSON SKIPPED DOWN TO QUESTION OF SECURITY (PARA 6 
REFTEL) AND SAID THAT THAT HAD ALL BEEN TAKEN CARE OF. CHARGE 
NOTED THAT HE HAD NOT SEEN ANY POLICE NEAR HIS HOME AND SOLOFSON 
REPLIED THAT HE HIMSELF HAD SPOKEN TO GENDARMERIE TODAY AND 
SAID THEY MIGHT NOT HAVE GOTTEN ALL THEIR INSTRUCTIONS YET. 

6. CHARGE ASKED IF POWER PLANT OPERATION WAS POSING ANY 
PROBLEMS SINCE HE BELIEVED THAT MALAGASY EMPLOYEES HAD 
GONE TO THE STATION FOR THIS PURPOSE. SOLOFSON REPLIED HAT 
THIS HAD BEEN TAKEN CARE OF. 
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7. CHARGE THEN ASKED WHETHER US NASA EMPLOYEES COULD BEGIN 
INVENTORY AND OTHER PREPARATIONS ON JULY 18 ALSO. SOLOFSON 
REPLIED THAT THIS MIGHT BE UNDERTAKING TOO MURZ AT ONE TIME 
SINCE JUDICIAL POLICE WERE TO ADMINISTRATIVELY CONTROL 
MATERIAL LEAVING STATION. HE SUGGESTED THAT INVENTORY BEGIN 
ON JULY 21. 

8. IN RESPONSE TO CHARGE'S QUESTION SOLOFSON SAID THAT IN 
ADDITION TO JUDICIAL POLICE, GENDARMES WOULD REMAIN AT 
STATION DURING CLOSING OPERATIONS. HE SAID IT WAS THEIR 
PREFERENCE NOT TO HAVE JUDICIAL POLICE WORK OVER WEEKENDS. 
SOLOFSON SAID THAT AMERICAN AND MALAGASY EMPLOYEES REMOVING 
EFFECTS AND EQUIPMENT FROM THE STATION WOULD BE ASKED TO SIGN 
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DOCUMENTS TO THAT EFFECT. SOLOFSON ALSO REQUESTED THAT SPECIFIC 
TIME FOR ENTRY AT STATION BE SET FOR JULY 18. HE INDICATED 
THAT MALAGASY EMPLOOYEES HAD APPROACHED GOMR AND INDICATED 
THAT THEY WOULD BE READY AT 8:00 A.M. JULY 18. CHARGE AGREED 
TO BEGIN ENTRY INTO STATION AT 10:00 A.M. 

9. SOLOFSON THEN ASKED IF THERE WAS ANYTHING CHARGE COULD SAY 
CONCERNING $100,000 PER YEAR TO MADAGASCAR BASED ON FOREIGN 
MINISTER'S COMMENT TO CHARGE YESTERDAY OR DAY BEFORE. CHARGE 
SAID CONVERSATION WAS ON JULY 14 AND THAT HE HAD 

RECEIVED NO COMPLETE ANSWER ON THIS QUESTION ALTHOUGH HE HAD 
REPORTED SAME BUT CHARGE'S GOVERNMENT WOULD APPRECIATE CLARIFICATION. 
SOLOFSON SAID HE UNDERSTOOD THAT THIS WAS ONLY ORAL AGREEMENT 
BASED ON NEGOTIATIONS FROM 1973 ON BUT WANTED TO KNOW IF US 
GOVERNMENT COULD PAY THIS AMOUNT. CHARGE THEN ASKED IF HE WAS 
SPEAKING OF PAST OR FUTURE, THAT IS, WAS HE SUGGESTING A 
REOPENING OF NEGOTIATIONS. HE SAID NO, HE WAS SIMPLY ASKING 
IF THIS IS POSSIBLE SINCE 1973 AND WAS NOT TALING ABOUT THE 
FUTURE. SOLOFSON CLOSED BY REPEATING HIS OPENING STATEMENTS 
ONCONTINUED US-MALAGASY COOPERATION WITH WHICH CHARGE AGREED. 
SOLOFSON INDICATED HE PROBABLY WOULD BE KEEPING IN TOUCH WITH 
CHARGE ON DETAILS OF STATION CLOSURE AND SHORTLY AFTER 
CHARGE RETURNED TO EMBASSY SOLOFSON CALLED TO VERIFY 10:00 
A.M. ENTRY INTO STATION AS BEING OKAY. 

10. EMBASSY COMMENT: ALTHOUGH NOT ALL POINTS COVERED ON 
STATION CLOSURE SUCH AS CONTINUED COMMUNICATIONS, IT APPEARS 
THIS WILL BE POSSIBLE TO WORK OUT. CONCILIATORY TONE OF GOMR 
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SINCE SECOND MEETING WITH FOREIGN MINISTER ON JULY 14 NO 
APPEARS MORE LIKELY TO HAVE BEEN FUNCTION OF THEIR FEAR OF A BREAK 
IN DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS RATHER THAN ANYTHING ELSE. 

ELFERS 
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« END OF DOCUMENT » 
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